GENERAL ASPECTS                                   <
An outstanding, but perhaps not unexpected, result o:
these developments has been the establishment of local centres
of breeding or selection which serve as the springs from whict
the streams of stock improvement spread. In so far as the
total environment in a locality is, or can be developed to be,
suitable for the expression of characteristics or qualities oi
some economic significance, that locality is likely to become
the home of some more or less distinctive type, which in its
turn tends to be used by a process of " grading" (see
Chapter XI) in the improvement of either adjacent stocks or
stocks kept under similar, or approximately similar, conditions*
Again, in the case of types or breeds transplanted into new
environments, it appears that success, in the sense that the
original type is reproduced or held, depends to a large extent
upon how closely the original environment can be recapitulated
in the new. These aspects are clearly illustrated in, e.g*> the
local centres of Merino stud breeding which have, at different
times and with distinct types, become established in the
Riverina (New South Wales), Tasmania, South Australia, etc.,
and also in the experience that the offspring of imported stock
frequently tend to assume somewhat aberrant forms when
compared with the standard set in their ancestral habitat,
(f) Unfortunately, the fact that certain stimuli of husbandry
have been quite spectacularly applied to effect degrees of
improvement of form, production, and performance, has led
to two different reactions on the part of some breeders. That
good husbandry has appeared essential to improved produc-
tion has led one group to believe that high feeding and
management can completely override inherited potentialities,
and another group to despair of real inherent improvement
without the application of distinctly artificial husbandry.
Neither view is correct; the former may be grossly uneconomic,
the latter is without foundation; a sounder approach is a
midway one. If account is taken of those historical, geo-
graphical, and economic, as well as the biological, considera-
tions of animal improvement discussed above, it will be recog-
nised that control of environment and of type selection must
be closely associated and that progress lies in the careful
adjustment of the two within the limits imposed by each.
Many of the environmental factors are beyond control by